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Academia is running for Congress
Midterm elections usually reflect
strong opposition to the party in the
White House, and the 2018 elections
do not seem to be any different.
Women, many who see themselves
as targets of the current political
environment, have achieved great
success in special elections since
2016, and they seem to be heading
to even greater success in this year ’s
elections.
According to Emily’s List, the largest national organization devoted to
electing female candidates, in the
10 months before the election in
2016 about 1,000 women contacted
that organization about running for
office or getting involved in other
ways.
Since the election, the number has
exploded to more than 25,000. And
something similar is happening with
higher education.
According to 314 Action, a D.C.based nonprofit advocacy group
formed two years ago to encourage
scientists to engage in politics, at
least 60 scientists are bidding for
seats in the U.S. Congress this year.
Some 200 people with science and
engineering backgrounds are also
running for state legislative seats,
with a similar number vying for
school board and other local and
county level positions.
Here are some examples of academics (all of them happen to
be Democrats) who have already
thrown their hats into the ring.
Julia Biggins, a biotech scientist,
is challenging freshman representative Barbara Comstock (Republican)
in Virginia’s District 10, considered
a purple, or tossup, seat. Democrat
Chrissy Houlahan, an industrial
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engineer with very good fundraising skills, is challenging Republican
Ryan Costello for District 6 in
Pennsylvania. Jason Westin, a clinical
oncologist, will be running against
nine-term incumbent Republican
John Culberson in the purple District
7 in Texas. Molly Sheehan, a biophysics postdoctoral student at the
University of Pennsylvania, is vying
for the open seat in District 7 of
Pennsylvania. For Illinois District 14
(suburban Chicago) Matt Brolley, a
young engineer, is looking to unseat
Republican Randy Hultgren, a social
and fiscal conservative. The list goes
on and on.
By the way, women make up the
majority of scientists planning a run
for Congress this year.
These academics have many different reasons for seeking a political
career after a life in academia.
Molly Sheehan, for example,
knows she does not have the money
or the networking connections that
lawyers, industrialists, or political
operatives usually have. Yet, she has
raised more than $35,000 and loaned
herself $170,000. That is a lot of commitment for a postdoctoral student.
She said that given the anti-science
and anti-intellectual environment in
which we live, she needs to do something.
Randy Wadkins is a professor of
biochemistry at the University of
Mississippi in Oxford, near where he

grew up.
Wadkins has been public about
his distaste for Trump’s and the
Republican majority’s policies in
Congress.
But what chance do these first-timers and political neophytes with science and engineering backgrounds
really have of making a dent in
the policies of this highly partisan
Congress? There are many obstacles.
At a minimum, a run for a
Congressional seat costs, on average, about $4 million. If your district
is in an urban or suburban area, we
are talking several millions more
because of television costs. You may
win millennials (they rarely watch
TV) but attracting an older, more
disciplined electorate may be a different story.
It is also difficult for a first-time
Democrat to win in a traditional
red district. You will also have
to contend with the fact that the
Republican-election machine is well
adept at demonizing and ridiculing people whose credentials are as
intellectuals.
One of the things they used to
say about Barack Obama was that
he was too “professorial.” On the
Democratic side, on the other hand,
they are very bad communicators,
particularly when it comes to the
defense of intellectualism. Finally,
to run a campaign you need professionals supporting you. If you have
never run or been involved in a
campaign, you will have a hard time
figuring out how to do it effectively.
How about the positives? This year
some conventional wisdom may not
apply. Not only is it a midterm election, which usually leans against the

party in power, Trump has become
a figure who has energized a large
opposition.
Further, Republican candidates
elected in primaries seem to be more
and more leaning towards the far
right, which makes them look more
extremist in the eyes of even moderate Republicans.
With the Trump Administration,
known for its scandals and incompetence, Republicans might prove
an easy target for people who are
just different, who can show they
are rational or just “normal” in comparison.
The crux of the matter will be at
the communications level. Not only
are Democrats bad at constructing
effective messages, but people in
academia may not have the training to present themselves as likable
individuals capable of showing that
they understand that the general
public is not their captive classroom
audience.
These candidates need to be able
to connect themselves with people
who really do not care much about
science, while being able to explain
the facts in simple terms.
These facts, in a world of lies and
“alternative facts,” sometimes are
not easy to convey in the form of a
“talking point.” Also, they may not
be very adroit at dealing with personal attacks and in how to counter
them.
But, as they say, time will tell.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer
and college professor with leadership
experience in higher education. He can
be contacted through his website at:
http://www.aromerojr.net
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Zach Ellerbrook, left, performing with the Navy Band Great Lakes.
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“I was attracted to the discipline
and professionalism of the Navy,
not to mention the financial stability. People are always amazed
when I tell them I support my
family by performing on the trombone.”
Not interested in becoming a
music teacher, Ellerbrook started
doing Internet research on other
job possibilities, including the
Navy.
“The only Navy band I knew
about was the one in Washington,
which is their premier ensemble
and the one that is going to perform at Edwardsville High School
on March 8,” Ellerbrook said.
“Their only job openings are when
somebody leaves the band because
they finished their enlistment or
they retire from the Navy. There
are up to 100 people auditioning
for that one position.
“With the style of music they do,
I wasn’t prepared for that. It’s just
not the type of musician I was.”
Through his research, Ellerbrook
found out about the Navy fleet
bands, which include 11 bands
around the world.
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“People just love this so
we brought them back for
two shows this year.”
The five-man band is
known for recreating
an AC/DC rock show,
performing hits such as
“Dirty Deeds,” “Shoot
to Thrill,” “You Shook
Me All Night Long,”
“Highway to Hell,” etc.
The band includes Dave
Moody on vocals, Caleb

“Instead of being in one band for
my whole career, I could join the
Navy like anyone else, except my
job is to be a musician,” Ellerbrook
said.
Ellerbrook transfers to a new
band every three years. He has
also been stationed in Norfolk,
Va., and Millington, Tenn. His first
tour of duty at Great Lakes was
from 2011 to 2014. He was a Navy
recruiter for the next three years
before starting his second stint
with Navy Band Great Lakes in
2017.
While Ellerbrook’s full-time job
is as a musician, he is very much
part of the military lifestyle.
“Our role is essentially letting
the public know that the Navy is
out there to serve you, especially
in the Midwest,” Ellerbrook said.
“There are not exactly any ships
sailing up the Mississippi River
or any other states we cover, like
North Dakota, South Dakota and
Nebraska. We carry the Navy’s
message to the people in this
region.
“Generically, you can say I’m
a petty officer 1st class, but when
I’m identified on a Navy base, my
rank is musician 1st class. That’s
one thing that’s really unique to
the Navy compared to the other
branches of the military.”

White on lead guitar,
Jerry Lawson on drums,
Chris Jones on bass and
Kevin Feller on rhythm
guitar.
Tickets for the shows
range between $23 to $25
each. A few are still available on the Wildey website; however, Canal said
it’s only a matter of time
before both shows sell
out.
“There’s a few tickets
left. If people are thinking
of going, get your tickets
because it’s selling quickly,” Canal said.

Navy Band Great Lakes is actually divided into various smaller
ensembles, including a wind
ensemble, a community/parade
band, a pop music group, a brass
band, a brass quintet and a woodwind quintet.
Overall, the band has 45 musicians, who provide musical
support for military and public
engagements throughout a ninestate area.
The band’s versatility has
allowed Ellerbrook to expand his
musical horizons over the years.
“If you had caught me at the
beginning of my career, I could
probably say there was a certain
style of music I was most comfortable with,” Ellerbrook said. “But
after 15 years in the Navy band, I
can play whatever you want me to
play. If there is a particular type of
music that a sponsor wants us to
play, we’ve got it covered.”
Ellerbrook doesn’t see himself
leaving the Navy for any other job.
“You can read about the benefits
of being in the U.S. Navy from
any recruiting poster, including
the free college (tuition) and the
steady pay, and that’s all available
for us as musicians,” Ellerbrook
said. “I’m one of those types who
will be working all the way until
retirement.”

Closing out the month
will be Albert Cummings,
taking the stage at 8 p.m.,
Saturday, March 24.
“He too makes a yearly
visit here,” Canal said.
Cummings
writes,
plays and sings the blues,
while also having performed with acclaimed
musicians B.B. King,
Johnny Winter and Buddy
Guy.
Canal said Cummings
does have a significant following in the music business and always draws a
good crowd when he per-

forms in Edwardsville.
“He’s attracted a following across the country.
He’s played with a lot of
veteran blues players,”
Canal said. “I always get
excited when he comes
back.”
There are still a handful
of tickets left for the show
on the Wildey website for
$22 each.
To purchase tickets
for any of the Wildey’s
upcoming shows, visit its
website at www.wildeytheatre.com, or call 618307-2053.

The change has paved the way for a quicker
way for township residents – and even those living outside the township - to reserve not just a
pavilion but the skating rink, soccer field, tennis
courts and fun packs.
“The whole idea of having online reservations
is to keep up with the times,” says Foltynowicz,
whom trustees, for obvious reasons, refer to simply as Miles. “We still take paper applications
but this will allow people to make reservations a
lot more simply.”
Not that trustees don’t respect his wizardry at
cobbling together free plug-ins to create a reservation process that’s more convenient for users
and for township officials who have to keep track
of it all.
As a graduate student in SIUE’s Public Administration and Policy Analysis Department,
Foltynowicz is already 10 months into an internship with the Edwardsville Township that is
scheduled to end in August.
Not long ago the overhaul seemed daunting.
Township Administrator Jeanne Wojcieszak
says she looked briefly into purchasing online
software and subscription software but soon
balked at the price tag. When Foltynowicz began
turning his attention toward revamping the reservation process, she handed him the office copy
of “WordPress for Dummies” and told him “Here
we go! Good luck!”
So far the endeavor has cost the township only
about a hundred dollars, Wojcieszak said.
Foltynowicz came to Tuesday’s monthly meeting of the Edwardsville Township board and
gave an update to the four trustees and Supervisor Fred Schulte.
For starters, he said, people wanting to reserve
a pavilion can go to the Township website and
click the name of pavilion they want.
That will bring up a calendar showing whether it is available or not, along with the cost for
reserving it.
“Once you click on the pavilion you want, it’s
added to your cart, just like retail shopping,” he
said. “You can see what items you have in your
cart.”
Fun kits can also be purchased on the township
web site.
There are four in all: badminton, volleyball and
nerf football; bags, wiffleball, bases and Frisbee;
laddergolf, kickball, bases and horseshoes; and
pickleball, net and paddles.
Each is free, though a $50 deposit is required.
The deposit is refunded when the equipment is
returned in good shape.
Reservations show up immediately on the
township’s calendar. That prevents double booking by someone who might come along later hoping to book the same pavilion.
“We get 60 reservations during a month during
peak times, so this has really helped,” Foltynowicz said.
The increased interest in Edwardsville Township Park is likely attributable to the huge crowds
that show up at the park each fall for the township’s Touch-A-Truck event.
In early February, requests to reserve pavilions came in from people in Wentzville and St.
Charles, Mo.
“Very impressive, young man,” said trustee
Charles “Skip” Schmidt.
Schmidt has experience serving on the
Edwardsville Parks Board where “they had a
complete staff to do similar things.”
“This kind of thing is expensive in the real
world. What you’ve done is very impressive.”
Foltynowiscz added that before his foray into
updating the reservation process, he had no
experience with HTML, CSS, or any other computer language. “So it was challenging,” he said,
“but it was a lot of fun to work with.”

